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The merging apparatus has a series of linked movable receptacles or bins (16) which correspond to the sorting bins (22) of a sorting 
machine in conjunction with which the apparatus can be used. Each sorting bin (22) and each corresponding movable bin (16) are 
allocated a location in a sort sequence. Following a sort, the sorted items of in the sorting bins are output into the linked moveable 
receptacles according to their position in the sort sequence. A user of the preferred merging apparatus (2) can enter the address data 
of items rejected in the sort into an input device connected to apparatus control means. The control means causes the linked movable 



bins to move such that the merging bin allocated the position in the sort sequence given by the address data entered by the user is 
brought to a position in which the user can insert the rejected item. 



WO 2004/007102 Al I1II1BHII 



Fl, GB, GO, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS. JP, KE, 
KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MA, MD, 
MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MZ, NI, NO, NZ, OM, PG, PH, 
PL, PT, RO, RU, SC, SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, SY, TJ, TM, TN, 
TR, TT, JZ, UA, UG, UZ, VC, VN, YU, ZA, ZM, ZW, ARIPO 
patent (GH, GM, KE, LS, MW, MZ, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, 
ZM, ZW), Eurasian patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ> MD. RU, 
TJ, TM), European patent (AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, 
DK, EE. ES, Fl, FR, GB, GR, HU, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, 
RO, SE, SI, SK, TR), OAPl patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, 
GA, GN, GQ, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG) 



— as to the applicant *s entitlement to claim the priority of the 
earlier application (Rule 4A7(iii)) for all designations 

Published: 

— with international search report 

— before the expiration of the time limit for amending the 
claims and to be republished in the event of receipt of 
amendments 

For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin- 
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 



